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SUB J : LENINGRAD BREAD CONSUMPTION 

1 . A LOCAL PRESS ARTICLE RECENTLY NOTED FOLLOWING DATA 
ON CONSUMPTION AND "FRESHNESS FACTOR" OF BREAD PRODUCTS 
IN LENINGRAD CITY (POPULATION 4,372,000) WHICH MIGHT BE 

OF INTEREST TO ECONOMIC ANALYSTS. 

2. "COMPLETELY SATISFYING" BREAD REQUIREMENTS OF CITY'S 
POPULATION IS SAID TO REQUIRE THE DAILY SALE OF 1,150 

TO 1,200 TONS OF BREAD PRODUCTS AND, ON AN ANNUAL BASIS, 
ABOUT 400,000 TONS. RESPONDING TO CRITICISMS ABOUT FRESHNESS 
OF BREAD IN STORES, IT WAS NOTED THAT REGULATIONS REQUIRE 
FOLLOWING MAXIMUM PERIODS BETWEEN BAKING AND SALE TO 
CONSUMER: 36 HOURS FOR BREADS MADE WITH RYE FLOUR; 24 HOURS 
FOR THOSE MADE FROM WHEAT FLOUR; AND 16 HOURS FOR SMALL- 
SIZED AND RICH BAKED GOODS (WITH SHORTENING) WEIGHING 
200 GRAMS AND LESS. PRESS ARTICLE GAVE IMPRESSION THAT 
CITY HAS PROBLEM WITH LEFTOVER UNSOLD BREAD. ARTICLE 
CRITICIZED PERSONS WHO BELIEVE "INCORRECTLY" THAT IF BREAD 
IS NOT WARM IT MEANS IT IS NOT FRESH, BUT ARTICLE LAMELY 
CONCEDED THAT DISPARITIES IN WORK SCHEDULES OF BAKERIES 
AND SALES OUTLETS "DOES NOT YET PERMIT, UNFORTUNATELY, 
GUARANTEEING THE CONSTANT FRESHNESS OF BREAD IN ALL 
STORES." 
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